
Section II

Weapons Handling and Firing Techniques

2. Weapons Carries. During MOUT, a Marine often finds himself very unexpectedly engaging
targets at close ranges. Weapons carries provide a safe and effective method for handling the
service rifle. For additional in-depth discussion of weapons handling and firing techniques, refer to
MCWP 3-01X, Field Firing of the M16A2 Rifle.

a. Tactical Carry. The tactical carry is used when no immediate threat is present. It permits
control of the rifle while moving and still allows quick engagement of the enemy. The
buttstock of the rifle is placed alongside the body at approximately hip level, and the barrel is
angled upward approximately 45 degrees in the general direction of the enemy (Figure A-4).

Figure A-4. Tactical Carry

b. Alert Carry. The alert carry is used when enemy contact is likely. Engagement of the
enemy is faster from the alert carry than from the tactical carry. The buttstock of the rifle is
placed in the shoulder with the muzzle angled down approximately 45 degrees and pointed in
the likely direction of the enemy (Figure A-5).

In the alert carry, the Marine keeps both eyes open and scans for any threat with the weapon
always in line with the Marine’s LOS (this is called “guns ’n’ eyeballs”). When a threat is
spotted, the Marine quickly snaps his weapon into a firing position, looks over the rear sight
aperture, and aligns the tip of the front sight post center mass on the target. Once the threat
has been eliminated, the Marine returns to the alert carry and continues to scan for targets.
Accuracy is the primary goal.
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Figure A-5. Alert Carry

c. Ready Carry. The ready carry is employed when contact with the enemy is imminent. It
allows for immediate target engagement. The buttstock of the rifle is in the shoulder with the
muzzle of the rifle pointed in the direction of the enemy (Figure A-6). As in the alert carry,
sight alignment and sight picture are achieved as the shot is fired. Marines should always
strive for a clear tip of the front sight post and center mass hold.

Figure A-6. Ready Carry

d. Short Stocking. Rifles may be “short stocked” to increase their maneuverability in an
enclosed area and to reduce possible “target indicators” for the enemy (muzzles sticking
around corners, for example). The weapon is held in such a manner as to reduce the length of
the weapon without sacrificing too much accuracy (Figure A-7). The stock is positioned so
that the pistol grip is behind the Marine’s head. The Marine may use his index finger or thumb
to manipulate the trigger. The handguard of the weapon is placed against the Marine’s cheek,
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and a firm stockweld is attained. The Marine should use the tip of the front sight post. Short
stocking may be conducted from either side. However, care should be taken not to mask the
ejection port cover. The short stocking technique may be used in the tactical, alert, or ready
carry.

Figure A-7. Short Stocking

e. Weak-Hand Carries. Marines may carry their weapon on the weak-hand side to obtain
maximum cover and fire from the weak-hand position to avoid exposing themselves.
However, firing from the weak-hand position may reduce a Marine’s ability to fire accurately.
This may be acceptable when Marines are providing supporting fires, but in close
kill-or-be-killed engagements, rapid, accurate firing from the strong-hand position is preferred.

3. Firing Techniques. The speed and uncertainty of combat require Marines to act without
hesitation while achieving accurate target engagement. Several firing techniques are listed below.
For an in-depth discussion of firing techniques that can be applied to MOUT operations, see  
MCWP 3-01X.

a. Pieing. Pieing is an effective technique for clearing dead space inside rooms and buildings
to gain security of hallways, stairwells, mouseholes, and so on. It is conducted by using the
ready carry position or short stocking technique. The weapon is aimed at a sector of a
window, doorway, corner, or hallway and slowly moved at different angles, sectoring off the
window, doorway, corner, or hallway until each sector is cleared of any threat. As soon as a
hostile threat is seen, immediate, accurate fire can be placed on the threat. Figures A-11,
A-34, A-35, A-38, A-47, and A-49 show examples of the pieing technique.

 b. Aimed Quick Fire. The Marine’s initial focus is on the target. As the rifle is brought up,
the firing eye looks through or just over the rear sight aperture, and the front sight post is
used to aim at the target. The Marine fires two quick shots. Focus remains on the front sight
post throughout the aiming process.
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Immediately after target engagement, the Marine scans for additional targets. To scan,
perform the following steps:

(1) Lower the weapon to look over the sights.

(2) Place the trigger finger straight along the receiver.

(3) Scan the area for targets and assess the situation. Wherever the head moves, the
muzzle moves (eyes, muzzle, target). Keep both eyes open to increase the field of view.

c. Pointing Quick Fire. The pointing system is based on the phenomenon that when a
person looks at an object and simultaneously points a finger at it, the finger aligns itself on the
point of focus of the eyes with no conscious effort on the part of the individual. When a
Marine looks at an object and simultaneously brings his rifle to his shoulder, the rifle in effect
becomes an extension of the pointed finger. Consequently, it aligns itself naturally with the
object on which the shooter is focusing.

When a target appears, the Marine will keep both eyes open, concentrating intensely on a
small, specific focal point near the base of the target mass. The rifle is brought simultaneously
to the hollow of the shoulder. The head is held high, stock welded to the jaw. The eyes are 2 -
3 inches over the top of the sights, staring intently at the target. As soon as the rifle is brought
to the shoulder, two quick shots are fired. Focus on the target is not broken during the
interval between initially seeing the target and discharging the rifle.

d. Instinctive Shooting. There may be situations in which a Marine is surprised and may
need to react immediately. If possible, the Marine should engage the threat by using the tip of
the front sight post. However, speed may be more important. The Marine’s weapon and body
are quickly “pointed,” and the target is engaged. It is important that the body be turned with
the weapon in order to achieve a natural point of aim. Simply pointing the weapon will usually
result in a miss. Once the first two shots have been fired and the Marine regains the initiative,
the weapon should be quickly moved to the Marine’s shoulder and the tip of the front post
used for sighting subsequent shots.
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